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PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

Civil Pendtiesfor Zoning Violations

PUBLIC HEARING DATES

Planning Commission September 17, 2003 at 8:15 p.m.
Board of Supervisors November 17, 2003 at 3:30 p.m.
PREPARED BY

ZONING ADMINISTRATION DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING
(703) 324-1314

August 4, 2003
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STAFF COMMENT

The proposed amendment is on the Priority 1 ligt of the 2003 Zoning Ordinance Amendment
Work Program and is prompted by recent changes to the Code of Virginia adopted by the Virginia
Generd Assembly regarding increased avil pendties for violations of the Zoning Ordinance. The
proposed amendment incorporates these changes into the Zoning Ordinance.

During the 2003 session of the Virginia Generd Assembly, House Bill 1888 was adopted to
revise Sect. 15.2-2209 of the Code of Virginia, concerning civil pendties for violaionsof the zoning
ordinance. With an effective date of July 1, 2003, the legidation increases the civil pendty for any one
zoning violaion from amaximum of $150 to not more than $250 for each additiona summors &fter the
initid summons. A copy of the adopted legidation is contained in Attachment 1. The civil pendty for
theinitid summons remainsa $100. The tota amount which may be charged for civil pendtiesarisng
from the same st of operative facts was a so increased from $3000 to $5000. Staff believesthat the
impogition of civil pendtiesis an effective enforcement mechanism and recommends incorporation of the
increased avil pendtiesinto the Zoning Ordinance. Accordingly, staff is recommending changes to
Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Sect. 18-903 of the Zoning Ordinance to increase the fine for civil pendties as
permitted by the recent legidation.

The proposed amendment also revises Par. 1H of Sect. 18-903 to add reference to Par. 14 of
Sect. 12-104 of the Zoning Ordinance. Par. 1H ligts the prohibited signs contained in Sect. 12-
104 that are subject to civil penaties. As part of the recently adopted portable sgn Zoning Ordinance
amendment, anew Par. 14 concerning Sgns atached to vehicles/trailers was added to Sect. 12-104
and reference to this new paragraph in Par. 1H of Sect. 18-903 was inadvertently omitted in that
portable Sgn amendment.

Staff believes that an increase in fines will better serve to encourage compliance with the Zoning
Ordinance and therefore recommends gpprova of the proposed amendment with an effective date of
12:01 AM on the day following adoption.
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Amend Article 18, Administration, Amendments, Violations and Penalties, Part 9,
Violations, Infractions, and Penalties, Sect. 903, Infractions and Civil Penalties, by

PROPOSED AMENDMENT

This proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment is based on the Zoning Ordinance
in effect asof August 4, 2003 and there may be other proposed amendmentswhich
may affect some of the numbering, order or text arrangement of the paragraphsor
sections set forth in this amendment, which other amendments may be adopted
prior to action on thisamendment. |n such event, any necessary renumbering or
editorial revisions caused by the adoption of any Zoning Ordinance amendments
by the Board of Supervisorsprior to the date of adoption of this amendment will
be administratively incorporated by the Clerk in the printed version of this
amendment following Board adoption.

revising Paragraphs 1 and 2to read asfollows:

1.

A violaion of thefollowing provisons of this Ordinance shdl be deemed an infraction and
shdl be punishable by a civil pendty of $100 for the firgt violation; any subsequent
violations arisng from the same set of operativefactsshdl be punishable by acivil pendty

of $150 250 for each separate offense:

A.  Conduct of ause, accessory use, and/or home occupation inviolation of Par. 5, 6, or

8 of Sect. 2-302.
B.  Occupancy of adweling unit in violation of Sect. 2-502.
C.  Obdruction of sight distance on corner lotsin violation of Sect. 2-505.
D. Keeping of animasin violaion of Sect. 2-512.

E.  Conducting an accessory usein violation of Par. 9 or 24 of Sect. 10-102.

F.  Paking acommercid vehiclein an R didrict inviolation of Par. 16 of Sect. 10-102.

G. Location of basketbdl standard in a front yard in violation of Par. 12C of Sect.

10-104.

H.  Erection of prohibited sgnson private property in violation of Par. 1,4,5, 6,7, 11,

12, or 13 or 14 of Sect. 12-104.
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Erection, dteration, refacing or rel ocation of asign on private property in violation of
Sect. 12-301.

J. Occupancy or useof structurewithout approva of aResidentia or Non-Residentid
Use Permiit in violation of Sect. 18-701.

Each day during which any violation of the provisonsenumerated in Par. 1 aboveisfound
to have existed shdl condtitute a separate offense. However, in no event shdl any such
violaion arigng from the same set of operative facts be charged more frequently than once
inany ten (10) day period, nor shal aseries of such violations arising from the same set of
operative facts result in civil pendties which exceed atotd of $3000 5000.



